A perfect
summer day
is when the
sun is shin-
ing, the
breeze is
blowing, the
birds are
singing, and
the lawn
mower is bro-

ken.

~James Dent
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DOING IT RIGHT
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It’s Summer... Now
What?

Ready to enjoy the sand and
sun?

If summer time means free time to enjoy
sand and sun, not household chores, don’t
worry. A lot of summer’s tasks take place
outdoors and won’t require long hours,
especially if you’ve been keeping up a
regular maintenance schedule.

Some Outdoor Tasks

Doors:
Check any outside doors for strips of

sunlight between the door and its frame. If
you can see light it’s time to change your
weather stripping. Your’re wasting con-
siderable amounts of money and energy
keeping your home cool in summer and
warm in winter if its leaking into the great
outdoors.

Now’s also a good time to lubricate
squeaky or stiff hinges and tighten hinge
screws as needed.

Windows:
Check to see all your windows open and

close smoothly — lubricate those that don’t.
If you have older windows inspect the
putty on the outside of the panes and re-
place as needed.

Chimney:

Now’s the time to call in the chimney
sweep to clean your fireplace and flue.
It’s easier to get him out while it’s off-

sc€ason.

The Exterior:
Vinyl Siding — low maintenance does not

mean no maintenance. Take some time to
inspect your siding — replace broken or
damaged pieces, scrub away any mold,
mildew, or dirt.

Wood Siding — this is a good time to paint.
Any blistering or cracking paint should be
looked after as soon as possible. Spot
painting will cover small defects; anything
more may require repainting your whole
home. Replace any siding that shows
signs of deterioration.

Wood Decks:

Yearly power washing is a great way to
make your deck look good while extend-
ing its life. A new coat of deck sealer
helps prevent graying, cracking and split-
ting.

Walkways & Steps:

Repair any damaged walkways or steps
that present a safety problem — even if it’s
not a problem for you it may be for others.
Someone tripping and hurting themselves
on your steps or walkways could end in
legal proceedings.




Rest is not

idleness, and
to lie some-
times... lis-
tening to the
murmur of
water ... is by
no means a
waste of

time.

John Lubbock

Doing it Right

Taps & Hoses:

Make sure you’re getting all the water
pressure you need by cleaning out the
traps (small screens) in the faucet and hose
bib. Check your hoses for leaks or kinks
that might inhibit water flow.

Some Indoor Tasks
=Inspect and clean any dust from smoke

and carbon monoxide detectors

=Check bathroom and kitchen plumbing
for any leaks

=Check hoses on clothes washer, fridge
icemaker, and dishwasher for cracks
or other signs of aging

=Clean fridge drain pan and vacuum con-

denser coil

=Check water heater and drain off a few
gallons

=Clean the clothes dryer exhaust duct and
damper

=Clean all fan and vent covers

=Clean dishwasher food filters

=Check tub and shower caulking and
grout—clean and repair as needed

=Clean faucet aerators and shower heads

That’s it for this season’s tasks. Take a
break. You deserve it ... after all it is sum-
mer.

Upcoming Topics

=It’s about your roof
=Let’s talk caulk

—=Fall maintenance

For more information:

If you are interested in protecting the
value of your home, turning your house
into your dream home or simply have
remodeling questions or needs -call
Mike Spruyt at 572-4812

The Ds Guarantee

@1 — Your job will be done for the

price specified—there are no surprises
or hidden costs.

@2 — Your job will be completed the

way you want it done.

@3 — If you aren’t satisfied with the

finished product we’ll fix it for free.

@4— All work comes with a 2-year

guarantee on all workmanship

Not interested in receiving future issues? Send us your name and address via snail mail or email and we’d be happy to remove you from our mailing list.



